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S. S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 12 


The Gospel Invitation 


The Gospel invitation is an opportunity for those who have heard the 


Gospel, either in a public meeting or in personal conversation to make a 
decision concerning their response to Jesus Christ. . . There comes a time 
in the sowing of the seed and the processes of harvest when the sickle of 
invitation must be thrust into the grain. . . Conversion can and does take 
place without any visible response to a Gospel invitation. .. But the Gospel 
invitation emphasizes the need to make up one’s mind and heart about one’s 
relationship to Jesus Christ. . . The ability to make decisions is a measure 
of a person’s emotional maturity. When a man is considering the items on a 
menu, the purchase of a car, or the selection of a wife, there comes a 
time to say “yes” or “no.” 


—BERNARD BRUNSTING IN 
The Church Herald 








@ A sermon competition for the best 
sermon actually preached on Universal 
Bible Sunday (December 10, 1961) 
is being sponsored by the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals. Subject as- 
signed: “The place of the Bible in the 
Life of the Nation.” First prize will 
be a two-week expense-paid trip to 
the Holy Land. Second prize will be 


200 books for the minister’s library. 
Third place award is a Christian Faith 
Audio Library valued at $350.00. Full 
details may be secured from any NAE 
office. We don’t mind expressing a 
personal opinion at this point: With 
the addition of a few major, mature 
denominations such as the Presbyte- 
rian Church, US, the NAE could be- 
come a cooperative body much superior 
to the NCC. The Christian Reformed 
Church is actively considering mem- 
bership. 


@® Hard liquor is suddenly in the 
news more than usual. Ray Tucker 
reports from Washington that radio 
stations here and there are tentatively 
exploring the temper of the public 
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The Power of Prayer 





Have we lost the way in our search for the power to do His 


will? Some Biblical answers 


Apostolic Succession 


By Dr. J. Sherrard Rice 





Claims usually made by Episcopalians in union talks are ex- 
amined by a UPUSA minister__By Rev. Handel H. Brown 


Authority 





What really matters when you are looking for the “final 


word” on any subject 


Departments— 
Editorials 
A Layman and His Church 


By Rev. William E. Hill, Jr. 


Sunday School Lesson, November 12 
Youth Program, November 12 


The Church at Home 
Children’s Bible Studies 





Book Reviews 





The Mailbag _. 


with cautious spot advertisements for 
scotch and bourbon whiskeys. We trust 
that Journal readers will be on the 
the lookout for such advertising on 
radio and will write letters to the stg. 
tion protesting it. 


@ And an item from Georgetown Uni. 
versity announces that the university 
itself will open a beer and liquor-sel]. 
ing emporium for the students, follow. 
ing the example of Yale and Harvard, 
The Rev. T. Bryon Collins, a univer. 
sity vice-president, said in announcing 
the opening of the tavern, “There's 
no use saying the students shouldn't 
drink. We prefer to provide a place 
with proper atmosphere where they 
can go for relaxation.” Some 200 res. 
idents of the community where the 
tavern will open have signed a protest, 
The President of the university, de. 
fending the proposed tavern before D, 
C. commissioners, said, “This in no way 
means that we are encouraging stv. 
dents to drink!” 


@ The littlest member of a certain 
family lined up properly on a Sunday 
pew had gone to sleep. Daddy woke 
her with a nudge of his elbow. She 
came to and looked around. “I just 
closed my eyes when the minister be. 
gan to pray,” she whispered, “but | 
didn’t hear him say, ‘Amen.’” 


@ If the anti-Communist film, “Op 
eration Abolition” has not yet been 
brought to your community, you can 
get a copy for just $10 (rental) from 
the National Defense Committee, DAR, 
1776 D. Street, NW, Washington 6, 
D. C. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, a 
Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted 
to the statement, defense, and propa 
gation of the Gospel, the faith which 
was once for all delivered to the saints, 
published every Wednesday by the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Ine, 
in Weaverville, N. C. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES: $3 a year 
for individuals, $2 for members of 
Every Family Plan churches. All cor- 
respondence regarding subscriptions, 
advertising or other business matters 
should be addressed to the business 
office in Weaverville, N. C. Seconé- 
class mail privileges authorized at 
Weaverville, N. C. 


EDITORIAL correspondence should be 
addressed to P. O. Box 3108, Asheville, 
N. C. Editorial offices located at 84 
Kimberly Ave. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices should 
be addressed to the business office, 
Weaverville, N. C., allowing three 
weeks for change in the continental 
U.S. Change notices should include 
both old and new addresses. 
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NEWS OF RELIGION 








BRAZIL — Campina Grande, the 
chief city of the state of Paraiba, 
witnessed a major evangelistic cam- 
paign the latter part of September. 
All local evangelical churches co- 
operated. Every residence in the city 
was visited and special preaching serv- 
ices attracted crowds to the largest 
stadium in the city. Both Brazilian 
evangelists and North American mis- 
sionaries took part in the preaching 
and the prayers of Christians from all 
over northeast Brazil were answered 
as hundreds turned to Jesus Christ. 
The Rev. Pierre DuBose of the North 
Brazil Mission carried a large part of 
the responsibility for the planning of 
the campaign. 


September 25-29 was the week of 
special evangelistic emphasis at the 
Fifteenth of November School in 
Garanhuns. Daily chapel services 
throughout the school year present 
the Gospel to students and Christian 
teachers, both missionary and na- 
tional, witness to Christ in the class- 
rooms. But it has been found profit- 
able to have at least one week each 
school year for intensive evangelistic 
emphasis and personal counselling. 
This year’s speaker was the Rev. Wil- 
lard Elten, pilot-evangelist of the Cen- 
tral Brazil Mission (UPUSA Church). 


During the first week in October, 
the annual inspirational conference 
for ministerial candidates and _ stu- 
dents was held in Recife. This gath- 
ering was specially oriented for young 
men preparing themselves for the 
ministry. They came from the Sem- 
inary of the North in Recife and from 
several mission schools throughout 
the area, for four days of inspiration 
and counselling with Brazilian pastors 
and teachers. 


—William L. Brandt 





What is eternity? It is the lifetime 
of the Almighty. — Paey. 


‘United Voice Of Christianity’ Is Asked 


A Force for Peace? 


DES MOINES, lowa (RNS) — 
Membership of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in the World Council of 
Churches “may be a powerful force” 
for world peace by sustaining fellow- 
ship among Christians in the East and 
West, the Methodist Committee on 
Ecumenical Consultation said here. 


It hailed the Moscow Patriarchate’s 
application in view of the Russian 
Communists’ increasingly aggressive 
steps to eliminate religion within the 
country. The committee then com- 
mended the Russian Church for “un- 
ceasingly maintaining Christian wor- 
ship” in the Soviet Union despite that 
nation’s “heavy and unrelenting pres- 
sures” against religion. In the face 
of these pressures, the Methodist unit 
declared in a statement, the Russian 
Church’s request for WCC member- 
ship “is a sign of its desire — and 
need — for the aid and strength it 
may receive from such an association.” 


“We rejoice in the possibility that 
membership in such a worldwide fel- 
lowship of worshipping Christians may 
aid that Church in maintaining its 
life and witness in Russia,’ declared 
the statement, issued by Bishop F. 
Gerald Ensley of Des Moines, com- 
mittee chairman. 





Choice: $100,000 or $1 


BRISTOL, Conn. (RNS) — A 
junk dealer operating a profit- 
able business here declined a 
$100,000 offer for his property 
from real estate developers, but 
then turned around and “sold” 
the land for $1 to the Bristol 
Baptist church of which he has 
been a devoted member for 54 
years. Samuel Goodsell said his 
28-year-old business netted him 
about $15,000 a year, but he 
knew that church trustees were 
in urgent need of land for a new 
house of worship. The present 
church must be torn down to 
make way for a new highway. 


MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (RNS) — 
Christians throughout the world were 
urged here to break down the bar- 
riers which separate them so the unit- 
ed voice of Christianity can speak 
out effectively in an attempt to pre- 
vent a devastating nuclear war. 


Speaking to the ninth National As- 
sembly of United Church Women Dr. 
Henry P. Van Dusen, president of 
Union Theological Seminary in New 
York, said “today’s world is simply 
too strong for a divided Church.” 
United Church Women is a general 
department of the National Council 
of Churches. 


In his speech, Dr. Van Dusen said 
Christianity proved impotent in pre- 
venting two world wars in this cen- 
tury and gives little promise of play- 
ing a more decisive role in heading 
off a third, and perhaps final, war. 
Individual congregations and _indi- 
vidual denominations are ineffective 
in meeting either community-wide or 
world-wide problems, the educator 
suggested. 


Despite an increasing number of 
efforts toward Christian unity, noth- 
ing like a united Church has been cre- 
ated yet, he said. 


Dr. Van Dusen said a truly united 
“World Church” is needed in today’s 
world “which threatens to break to 
pieces under our very eyes.” 


He pointed to applications for mem- 
bership in the World Council of 
Churches by the Russian Orthodox 
Church and said that if other Ortho- 
dox Churches in Eastern Europe 
would follow suit the WCC would 
“stand as one strong bridge across 
the chasm between the people of East 
and West.” 


*. + + 8 


(Editor’s note: Here is the liberal 
view: that in sheer numbers there is 
strength — forgetting the example of 
the Roman Church; that it is up to the 
Church to conquer the world — for- 
getting the crusades; that admitting 
Russia to the WCC will bring peace— 
forgetting the UN.) 
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‘Firsts’ Crowd Agenda of Third WCC Assembly 


NEW DELHI, India — When the 
World Council of Churches opens its 
third assembly here it will mark a 
number of “firsts.” Among them are 
these: 


1. It is the first time Roman Cath- 
olic observers have been authorized 
to attend a WCC meeting. Five rep- 
resentatives have been named by the 
new Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity. 


2. An application for membership 
from the Russian Orthodox Church 
inside the Soviet Union will be con- 
sidered. 


8. The WCC and the International 
Missionary Council will be integrated 
in what WCC leaders describe as 
bringing into a single organization 
“the two ecumenical streams of world 
Christianity — that of mission and 
that of unity.” 


4. This will be the first WCC as- 
sembly in Asia. 


This meeting will bring 1,000 men 
and women to India’s capital — 625 
of them official delegates of the 175 
Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
member churches of the council and 
the rest observers, advisers, fraternal 
delegates and special guests. 


Dr. U Ba Hymin of the Burma 
Baptist Convention will preach the 
opening sermon. Speakers on assem- 
bly sub-themes are: Dr. Joseph A. Sit- 
tler,, Lutheran professor at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, “Unity”; Dr. P. 
D.. Devenandan, director of the Chris- 
tian Institute for the study of Re- 
ligion and Society at Bangalore, In- 
dia, “Witness”; and Professor Masao 
Takenaka of Doshisha University, Ky- 
oto, Japan, “Service.” 


WCC officials have announced that 


delegates will approve the WCC-IMC 
integration after hearing Sunday 
(Nov. 19) addresses by Dr. W. A. 
Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary of 
the WCC, and Bishop Lesslie New- 
bigin, IMC general secretary. A new 
commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism will then be created, ac- 
cording to WCC announcements. 


That night the keynote address on 
“Jesus Christ, the Light of the World” 
is to be delivered by a Lutheran bish- 
op from East Germany, Dr. Gottfried 
Noth of Dresden. 


The next Sunday there will be an 
Anglican communion service open to 
all baptized communicant members of 
the WCC member Churches. 


Meeting in advance of the assem- 
bly will be 160 young people from 
around the world, nominated by their 
Churches through national ecumeni- 
cal youth councils. They are expected 
to review the work of the WCC youth 
department, issue “regional declara- 
tions’ when they meet as regional 
groups, and issue a conference state- 
ment. 


Distaff Delegate 


ATLANTA, Ga.—Miss Evelyn 
Green, executive secretary of the 
Presbyterian, US, Board of Wom- 
en’s Work, will be one of the 
denomination’s four official del- 
egates at the New Delhi WCC 
Assembly. She was elected an 
alternate and will go in the place 
of Philip F. Howerton, a prin- 
cipal who has announced that he 
cannot attend. His alternate, 
Frank Lyon, has also indicated 
he cannot attend. Another prin- 
cipal, Dr. J. R. McCain, will not 
go, and Dr. Lawrence I. Stell 
will go in his stead. 





‘Relics of Purgatory’ Displayed in Rome Church 


ROME —(RNS) — Of all the days 
in the year, the Feast of All Souls is 
considered as probably the most ap- 
propriate for a visit to the church of 
the Cuore del Suffragio on the Lungo- 
tevere Prati here. 


At first glance the church appears 
no different from a multitude of others 
scattered throughout Rome. But with- 
in its walls are preserved relics of 
extraordinary interest. They are the 
relics, it is claimed, of “souls in Purga- 


tory who have returned once or sev- 
eral times to the world of the living 
and left tangible evidence of their 
visits.” 

The relics are kept in what is known 
as the Museum of Beyond the Grave. 


In 1912, the pastor of the church 
was a French priest, Father Victor 
Jouet, a man of inquisitive and search- 
ing mind. When fire destroyed the 
church — it was later restored — he 
discovered that only the altar and the 


hanging remained intact. Astonished 
by this discovery, he examined the 
hangings with minute caré and found 
that one of them showed the imprint 
of a human shadow. Several attempts 
were made to remove the strange 
markings, but without success. Nor 
could Vatican experts who were con- 
sulted in the matter offer any explana- 
tion. 


Father Jouet, however, described 
the shadow as an “apparition of a 
soul in Purgatory.” Spurred by his 
discovery, he began a systematic in. 
vestigation into reports of apparitions 
from beyond the grave. In all, he 
studied and classified 300 such alleged 
cases. His studies took him all over 
Europe, and he brought back 12 relics 
of the dead all with their histories 
carefully recorded. 


One of the cases was that of Jean 
Le Senechal, a Frenchman. It occurred 
in January, 1875, when his deceased 
wife appeared to him and asked that 
200 Masses be offered to release her 
soul from Purgatory. She told Jean 
where he could find the money for the 
Mass stipends. But the husband, an 
incorrigible drinker, spent all the mon- 
ey on liquor. Again, his dead wife ap- 
peared to him. This time she im- 
pressed him with her presence by 
snatching his cotton night cap from his 
head. The cap was found afterwards 
to bear a fiery imprint. 





Graham Radio Station 
To Be Started Soon 


BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. — 
Pending the arrival of equipment, 
construction is expected to start this 
month on a 10,000-watt radio station 
owned by the Blue Ridge Broadcast- 
ing Corp., a non-profit corporation 
headed by Evangelist Billy Graham. 
Blue Ridge has been granted permis- 
sion by the Federal Communications 
Commission to build and operate the 
station on a site about a mile west 
of here on US Hwy. 70. 


Broadcasting is expected to start 
after next Jan. 1. The proposed sta 
tion will operate under a commercial | 
license, with a wave length of 1010 
meters and the call letters WFGW. 
Plans are being formulated for simul- 
taneous AM and FM transmission. 
The station programming will feature 
religious, educational and _ cultural | 
programs beamed to.the entire Blue 
Ridge area. 
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The first of four messages on SECRETS OF POWER — 


The Power Of Prayer 


Scripture: Acts 4:1-12; 23-31 


We are here earnestly seeking to 
discover how God can use His Church 
with greater power in this our day. 
If we are the stumbling blocks, we 
ask Him to purge our hearts, to 
cleanse the Church that His Spirit 
may pour forth to do what we believe 
it is His will to do. 


Where are the secrets of power that 
will set the Spirit free? The text is 
from Acts 4:31: 


“And when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken where they were as- 
sembled together and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spake 
the Word of God with boldness.” 


Our purpose is very simple: to re- 
view together some of the great Bibli- 
cal examples of the power of prayer, 
in the conviction that at this point, 
first of all, we who are ministers and 
teachers and witnesses of the Word 
in the great Church we love and serve 
have somehow lost the way. The most 
valuable part of our meditation to- 
day will not. be the examples I men- 
tion but the many I omit and which 
will occur to you. 


I 


Open then with me at the Book of 
Genesis. In the 12th Chapter my eye 
falls on the name of Abram, father 
of the faithful, a man who also looked 
for a city whose builder and maker 
is God. At the command of God he 
and his family left Ur of the Chaldees. 
There must have been obstacles be- 
yond all imagination. But in the 
strong words of the older versions: 
“they went forth to go into the land 
of Canaan, and into the land of Ca- 
naan they came’ “So he built there 
an altar to the Lord who had appeared 
to him” (12:7). 


J. SHERRARD RICE, D.D. 


Sometime thereafter he moved his 
tent to the mountain east of Bethel— 
“and there he built an altar and called 
on the Name of the Lord” (12:8). 


When famine came he went to 
Egypt. It is not clear whether this 
was a legitimate use of common sense 
or lack of faith in the Lord. But in 
either case, because he took his own 
protection into his own hands and 
tried to lie his way through, the ex- 
pedition turned out badly. He was 
sent out from Egypt; and, although 
he was rich in possessions, no doubt 
he returned to Canaan with heavy 
heart. He journeyed “to the place 
where his tent had been at the begin- 
ning . . . to the place where he had 
made an altar at the first: and there 
Abram called on the Name of the 
Lord.” 


How great it is to see a man admit 
that-he has lost the way, and to-come 
back in repentance to the source of 
all his life and strength. Never more 
did Abram forsake the secret place of 
prayer. Through prosperity, through 
danger, through long years of waiting 
for a promised heir, even to the mo- 
ment when he raised the knife to sac- 
rifice Isaac on Mt, Moriah, he never 
faltered. Said he: “The Lord will 
provide” (22:14). When he pled with 
God for Sodom and Gomorrah, it was 
as one well acquainted with the place 
of prayer. He had been. there often 
before. 


II 


What shall we say of Jacob? Did 
he pray? Few men have ever had 
more intimate dealings with the Lord 
than did he. Leaving home, having 
tricked his brother and shamefully de- 
ceived his father, he no doubt thought 
also that he had left his father’s God 
behind. If ever a man had taken his 
own future in his own hands, Jacob 
had. 


Yet that night, homesick perhaps, 
afraid no doubt, there came a dream 
— not a nightmare of Esau’s vengeful 
pursuit, but a greater than Esau by 
far: a ladder stretched from earth to 
heaven, and the angels of God ascend- 
ing and descending on it. And God 
Himself stood at the top of the ladder 
to speak to Jacob. It is the personal 
pronoun which leaves its indelible 
mark upon all who read: 


“I am the Lord, the God of Abra- 
ham, your Father ... the land on 
which you lie I will give to you 
and to your descendants . . . Be- 
hold, I am with you and will keep 
you wherever you go, and will 
bring you back to this land, for 
I will not leave you until I have 
done that of which I have spoken 
to you” (28:13-15). 


And Jacob awoke and said: “This 
is none other than the house of God 
. . . this is the gateway of heaven.” 


But he goes not in. As events un- 
fold in the next twenty years, it is 
all too clear that there is still too 
much of Jacob and all too little of 
God. Until one night by the Ford of 
Jabbock, having made all his clever 
plans to placate Esau, he was again 
alone; and there wrestled a man with 
him until the breaking of the day. 
Here was an antagonist he could not 
defeat. Here he knew beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that he was in the 
hands of One infinitely greater than 
he. Here he was face to face with 
that elusive something that he had 
been seeking all his life. And when 
the Divine antagonist suggested that 
they call it quits because the dav was 
breaking, Jacob cried: “I will not let 
you go unless you bless me” (32:26). 


It was no casual blessing. It was 
the meaning and goal of all his brok- 
en, confused, yet ever-questing spirit 
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suddenly come clear. We last see him 
in that episode limping, but he is 
limping toward the sunrise. He called 
the name of the place, not Bethel, the 
house of God, but Peniel, the face of 
God, for said he: “I have seen God 
face to face.” Oh, the Jacobs of this 
world, whom we have the opportunity 
to lead to those true blessings which 
they, so often in their ignorance, real- 
ly seek; How can we do it apart from 
prayer? 


III 


When first we meet Moses, he is the 
proud prince of Egypt. To his great 
credit it is written: “By faith, Moses, 
when he was grown up, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
choosing rather to share ill-treatment 
with the people of God than to enjoy 
the fleeting pleasures of sin” (Heb. 
11:24-25). 


Still, as he set out on his mission 
of deliverance it was on his own 
strength and leadership that he de- 
pended. There is a sentence in Ste- 
phen’s sermon in the Acts which has 
its amusing and its serious side: 


“He supposed that his brethren 
understood that God was giving 
them deliverance by his hand, but 
they did not understand” (Acts 
7:25). 


Shades of my own ministry! How 
often I have thought the people un- 
derstood that God was giving them 
deliverance by my hand — but they 
understood not. 


Forty years Moses was secluded in 
Midian keeping his father-in-law’s 
sheep, learning the lessons of solitude, 
discovering the secrets of prayer. And 
when he came back it was no longer 
his hand, but God’s mighty hand that 
was the instrument of deliverance. 


This is the man who, not many days 
thence, came down from the holy 
mountain, to discover with broken 
heart the sins of his people — the 
drunken orgy, the golden calf. With 
strong voice he condemned their sins; 
his discipline was sure. But he did 
more: he ascended once more into the 
place of prayer and there made inter- 
cession for them: 


“O Lord, this people have sinned 
a great sin and have made them 
gods of gold. But now, if it be 
possible, forgive their sins, and 
if not, blot me I pray Thee out 
of the Book which Thou hast writ- 
ten” (Ex. 32:81-32). 


Have we any right to point out the 
sins of our people from the pulpit, 
until first we have learned to pray 
for them like that? 


IV 


One other section in the Old Testa- 
ment cries out insistently for our at- 
tention: the opening chapters of I 
Samuel. In the book of Judges there 
is a steady decline: politically, moral- 
ly, spiritually. The last verse of that 
book reads: 


“In those days there was no king 
in Israel; every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes” 
(Judges 21:25). 


Beginning with the book of Samuel 
there is a steady upward progression: 
politically through Samuel, Saul, Da- 
vid and Solomon to the zenith of Isa- 
iah’s political fortunes; morally and 
spiritually through Elijah and Elisha 
to Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
to the golden days of prophecy. 


And what is the turning point? One 
humble Hebrew mother named Han- 
nah, foreshadowing another Hebrew 
maiden named Mary, through whom 
God entered history for the redemp- 
tion of His people. What is Hannah 
doing? She is praying — so earnest- 
ly that Eli thought her drunk. “No,” 
said she. She was not pouring in to 
drown her emotion. “I am pouring 
out my soul before the Lord” (I Sam. 
1:15). 


Samuel, her son, learned her lesson 
well. Hear him in the temple in the 


**LET US MAKE 
A NAME FOR | 
OURSELVES :: ‘a 
| Gen.ti:4 | 


A = — ~ 
Le 1A 
PONE \< 40s Mage 
IF MY PEOPLE WILL HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND 
PRAY, AND TURN FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS, 
THEN WILL I FORGIVE THEIR SIN, AND WILL 
HEAL THEIR LAND. II CHRON.7:14 


service of Eli. “Speak, Lord, for Thy 
servant heareth” (I Sam. 3:10). La. © 
ter, during those broken yéars, Samuel 
patiently taught his people: 


“If you return to the Lord with 
all your heart, then put away the 
foreign gods ... from among you, 
and direct your heart to the Lord, 
and serve Him only, and He will 
deliver you” (I Sam. 7:38). 


Our meditation from the Old Testa. 
ment must cease. We have only be. 
gun. Waiting in the wings are David 
with that magnificent fifty-firg | 
Psalm: “Have mercy upon me, 0 
Lord, according to Thy loving kind. | 
ness, according to the multitude of | 
Thy tender mercies, blot out my trans. 
gressions . . .” There is Jeremiah, his 
feet mired in the dungeon clay, hear. 
ing God declare: “Call unto Me, and 
I will answer thee and show thee 
great and mighty things which thou 
knowest not” (Jer. 33:3). There is | 
Daniel with full knowledge of the 
king’s decree forbidding prayer for 
thirty days to anyone but himself, who 


“went to his house where he had 
windows in his upper chamber 
open toward Jerusalem, and he got 
down upon his knees three times 
a day, and prayed and gave thanks 
before his God as he had done 
aforetime” (Daniel 6:10). 


v 


But all of these heroes of the faith 
merge themselves with the expectant 
congregation as Jesus of Nazareth 
steps to the center of the stage. As 
Charles Lamb said in another conne- 
tion: “If any one of these men should 
walk into the room, we would all stand 
in profound respect, but if Jesus Christ 
were to come — we should all fall 
down and try to kiss the hem of His 
garment.” And after we had received 
His healing touch, perhaps our first 
petition would be: “Lord, teach us 
to pray.” 


I suppose there are problems in- 
volved in the prayer life of Jesus. Is 
it mere play acting? If He was God 
how could He pray to God? But these | 
questions do not readily occur to the 
reader of the Gospels, not to the seek- 
er after spiritual truth. Somehow we 
feel that in this, as in all things, He 
is the Perfect One, He is all that God 
meant man to be. Prayer was His 
vital breath. After a busy Sabbath 
at Capernaum, “in the morning, 4 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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Comments on a crucial issue in any talks of union with Episcopalians — 


Apostolic Succession 


Those who accept the theory of 
Apostolic Succession make the fol- 
lowing four claims: 


(1.) Peter was the first Bishop 
of Rome (or the Apostles 
were the first Bishops of the 
Church). 


There is a complete and un- 
broken chain of Bishops 
from the time of the Apos- 
tles to the present day. 


Each of these Bishops re- 
ceived and transmitted his 
“authority” by the laying on 
of hands. 


This authority is in some 
way essential to the life of 
the Church. 


History does not support these 
claims. Bishop A. E. J. Rawlinson 
admits this: “In its strictest and most 
traditional form the theory of an 
original Apostolic Succession has brok- 
en down; but the liberalized restate- 
ment of it . .. is at least a tenable 
interpretation of the evidence as 
viewed in the light of certain ante- 
cedent presuppositions. It is not, how- 
ever, likely, in the nature of the case, 
to carry conviction to those who do 
not approach the evidence with the 
presuppositions in question . .. The 
attempt to reach precise agreement 
upon grounds of history alone is a 
fundamentally mistaken one.” (Foun- 
dations, pp. 383f., italics mine). 


An examination of the theology un- 
derlying the doctrine reveals that the 
“antecedent presuppositions” are three 
in number. 


(1.) It was the mission and in- 
tention of Jesus to found an 
infallible institutional reli- 


REV. HANDEL H. BROWN 


gion, to be perpetuated by 
mechanical means. 


To serve this organization, 
He instituted and ordained 
a threefold hierarchical min- 
istry. 

This divinely created insti- 
tution is the only custodian 
of revealed truth, and the 
only channel of divine grace. 


The attitude of Jesus to the in- 
stitutional religion of His day hardly 
convinces an wunprejudiced observer 
that He Himself was determined to 
copy it! 


In its formalism, ceremonialism, ex- 
ternalism and legalism, He recognized 
the institution of His day as of men 
and not as of God. He had no sym- 
pathy with “the traditions of the el- 
ders.” Upon the official custodians 
of the Jewish religion He heaped such 
scorn as the world has seldom heard. 
They were “blind leaders of the blind” 
who “strained out the gnat and swal- 
lowed the camel.” They were “hypo- 
crites, cleansing the outside of the 
cup and platter but inwardly surfeited 
with extortion and excess.” They were 
“serpents, offspring of vipers.” They 
were “persecutors of the prophets and 
wise men,” who loved “to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets that they may 
be seen of men.” 


Measured by the standard of a 
priestly religion, Jesus was not a 
religious person at all. He spoke no 
word which authorized an official 
priesthood for His movement. He ig- 
nored ritual, condemned Orders, and 
denounced legalism. He simply told 
His disciples to “follow” Him. 


He founded a Society which was to 


be the germ of “the Kingdom of hea- 
ven.” But “The Kingdom of heaven 
cometh not with observation.” 


The New Testament tells us a great 
deal about this “Society” which Jesus 
founded. It is “the Church of God” 
(Acts 20:28, I Cor. 1:2, I Tim. 3:5, 
etc.); “the Body of Christ” (I Cor. 
12:27, Ephesians 1:22f., 4:12, Colos- 
sians 1:24, etc.); “which He hath 
purchased with His own blood” (Acts 
20:28), and which is the object of 
His love (Ephesians 5:25, cf. 5:27). 


This Church has “apostles” (Luke 
6:18, Matthew 10:2, etc.); “prophets” 
(I Cor. 12:28, Ephesians 2:20, 3:5, 
ete.); “bishops” (Acts 20:28, Phil. 1: 
1, especially Titus 1:5 and 7 togeth- 
er); “elders” or “presbyters” (Acts 
14:28, 15:2,4,6, 22f., etc.); “pastors” 
(Ephesians 4:11); “teachers” (Acts 
13:1, I Cor. 12:28f., ete.); “deacons” 
(I Cor. 3:5, II Cor. 3:6, etc.); “evan- 
gelists” (Acts 21:8, Ephesians 4:11, 
etc.). 


The Church has these “officers” but 
no priests! Nowhere in the New Tes- 
tament is any man designated to bear 
the name, hold the place, exercise the 
functions or fulfill the duties of a 
priest. The book of Hebrews suggests 
the office of priest has been abrogated. 


There is no doubt that Christ ap- 
pointed Twelve Apostles. There is no 
doubt that the number twelve bore 
an ideal significance. There is no 
doubt that He entrusted great respon- 
sibilities to them. 

But that the Lord Jesus authorized 
them to create a special order of suc- 
cessors, or that they took it upon 
themselves to create such an order; 
that He empowered them to transmit 
“Apostolic Authority,” or that they 
claimed to have this ability; are ideas 
which are completely foreign not only 
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to the texts as we have them, but 
also to the spirit in which they were 
written. 


Even the Catholic Encyclopedia, 
1910 edition, page 334, concedes this 
position: “The divine institution of 
the threefold hierarchy cannot, of 
course, be derived from our texts; it 
is Catholic dogma by virtue of dog- 
matic traditions.” 


When we study what the New Testa- 
ment has to say about this “Society” 
after the Day of Pentecost, it is bet- 
ter frankly to admit that it provides 
no straightforward and adequate de- 
scription of the Apostolic Church. It 
does not set forth in detail the func- 
tions of its officials. It does not even 
provide a “standard” list of those “of- 
ficials,” but varying lists, as we see in 
I Corinthians 12:28-30 and Ephesians 
4:11. 


In the Acts and the Epistles we 
have glimpses and fragmentary sug- 
gestions. It may be possible from 
such an Epistle as II Corinthians, to 
reconstruct the thrilling, vital and 
joyous life of the Christian Commun- 
ity. It is absolutely impossible to set 
that life within a rigid framework, 
and say “That, and that only, was 
the organization of the Primitive 
Church.” Even so “high” a church- 
man as Bishop Gore, admits this: 


“It is an obscure matter exactly how 
the Church constitution, as Ignatius 
describes it, developed out of the con- 
stitution of the Church as it appears 
in the Acts and the Pastoral Epistles.” 
(The Holy Spirit and the Church, 
p. 301.) 


In the New Testament there were 
Bishops and presbyters. These were 
not separate and distinct officers. 
The designations were originally used 
as names for the same person. “Pres- 
byter” was used to identify the man. 
“Bishop,” “superintendent,” ‘‘over- 
seer,” was used to describe his func- 
tion. The same person, therefore, 
could be called now a “presbyter,” and 
now a “bishop” (see Titus 1:5-7). 


Bishop Lightfoot says that this cus- 
tom persisted beyond the time of the 
New Testament Church: “Nor is it 
only in the Apostolic writings that 
this identity is found. St. Clement 
of Rome wrote probably in the last 
decade of the first century, and in 
his language the terms are still con- 
vertible.” (Commentary on Philip- 
pians, p. 97.) 


It was not unnatural that, to some 
extent at least, the development of 
the organization of the primitive 
churches should be along the lines of 
the administration of the synagogues, 
and so we find that each local church 





Authority 


I Peter 1:24,25; II Tim. 3:16. 


Sometimes people say to me, “What 
do you believe about so and so?” My 
reply is, “It does not particularly mat- 
ter what I believe about so and so. 
The question is, ‘What does God say in 
His Word about so and so?’” 


I am an American citizen, but the 
final authority in my life is not the 
Constitution. I am a neighbor, but 
the final authority in my life is not the 
opinions, attitudes and customs of my 
neighbors. I am a rational being, but 
the final authority in my life is not 
bodily desires. I am a person, but 
the final authority in my life is not 
my ego. 


I am a Christian. The final au- 
thority in my life is the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His law, as recorded in 
the Word of God, the Bible. There- 
fore, regardless of the nation, the law, 
what my neighbors think, my mind, 


personality or bodily desires, I must 
obey the Word of God. What the 
Word of God says, I believe. What 
the Word of God commands, I must 
do. What the Word of God forbids, 
I must shun; for I know Him who is 
the Living Word, who has given this 
written Word; and He is the Lord of 
my life. 


All things also pale into insignifi- 
cance in His presence. He is eternal 
God who became flesh, lived a perfect 
life, suffered for my sins, extended 
His grace to me, sent His Holy Spirit 
to dwell in me. He it is who is one 
day coming in the clouds of glory to 
set up His Kingdom and to judge the 
world. He will have the final word 
then; and for my part, He must now 
have the final word with mie in every- 
thing. He has declared His will in 
the Word of God, the Bible, ‘the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice.’ 
This, then, is the final authority in 
my life—Rev. William E. Hill, Jr. 


became the ~ came of a grou 
of local elders. 


HOW BISHOPS CAME TO BE 


In any such group there would } 
men with varying abilities and cy, ~ 
pacities. In the normal course of 
events, the dominant personality woul 
come to be regarded as “The Leading 
Man,” — an interesting derivation of 
the title!! — who would be accepte 
as the “Chairman” or “Moderator.” 
his Apologia, Justin Martyr speaks of 7 
the “President” of the local church,’ 
(1:6lf.). Gradually it became accept. — 
ed practice everywhere to call hin 
“Bishop.” Thus the early supremacy’ 
of the Bishop was, as Hatch says, per | 
sonal rather than official. (The 0. 7 
ganization of the Early Churches, », 
86.) 


It was not until the time of In | 
naeus, who was writing about th ~ 
year 180 A.D., that the first glimmer. 7 
ings of the doctrine of Apostolic Su. — 
cession appeared. 


By this time men were setting them. © 
selves up as Christian preachers wh | 
proclaimed messages which not mere ~ 
ly conflicted with one another but wer | 
contrary to the various traditions © 
which had been “handed down.” Un. 
der the circumstances there was only 
one thing to do. All teaching ani 
preaching was to be examined in th 7 
light of the best tradition. It is easy | 
to see how the presiding elders of © 
those societies which the Apostls ” 
themselves had founded would be r 
garded as inherently the more reliabk 
custodians of authentic tradition. 


This, rather than any “Form of 0r - 
ders,” gave rise to the doctrine of 
Apostolic Succession. 


As the Canon of the New Tests 
ment emerged, it would tend to bk 
come more and more the seat of do | 
trinal authority, but by this time th 
materializing of Christianity had be 
gun, the Bishops had tasted a powe 
they were not anxious to surrender, 
and they reserved to themselves th 
right to interpret the Holy Scripture 
in the light of the traditions the — 
themselves had received — the begin), 
ning of that Ultramontanism whic 
found its inexorable climax in 187), 
with the decree of Papal Infallibility. 5 


s *+ * * 


The Rev. Mr. Brown, forme 
UPUSA missionary to the West Ir 
dies, is now pastor of the St. Cloud 
Fla., UPUSA church. 
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THE BELK BROTHERS CO. 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 


with friendly service. 








In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 





TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 





Belk Co. 
saaaens & 
Jd. A. Ellison, Resident Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson-Plasa Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 

A. M. Smith, Resident Mgr. 
The Dollar Store 


Greenville, 8. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Resident Mgr. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, 8. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s + wr Store 

Cc. 
J. A. Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s ~~ wa Store 
——, Cc. 


Smith, Resident Mgr. 


Kershaw, Cc. 
C. E. Hinson, Resident Mgr. 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, 8. Cc. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 


impson 
Manning, 8S. C. 
W. M. Gettys, Resident Mgr. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Resident Mgr. 


KENTUCKY 


i > Ark. 

w. Wade, Resident Mgr. 
OHIO 

Belk-Sim Co. 
Athens, Ohio 

Joe Kelly, Resident Mgr. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Resident Mgr. 
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DITORIALS 


When You Ordain Your Officers ... 


About this time of the year churches 
that practice the rotation plan for 
elders or deacons are electing a new 
class of officers. 


If your congregation is one of these, 
some time between now and the first 
of the year you will be ordaining these 
in a public service of worship. 


When the time comes, don’t forget 
what the Dallas General Assembly 
said about using the questions provid- 
ed for in the Book of Church Order. 
In reply to an overture which took 
note of the fact that large numbers of 
churches make up their own questions 
or use those in the Book of Common 
Worship, the Assembly said: 


“The General Assembly attaches 
supreme importance to the neceés- 
sity of using the questions re- 
quired by the Constitution of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States when officers of this Church 
assume the vows of their office 
and considers them to be manda- 
tory.” 


Here are the questions: 


1. Do you believe the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments to be the 
Word of God, the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice? 


2. Do you sincerely receive and 
adopt the Confession of Faith and the 
Catechisms of this church, as contain- 
ing the system of doctrine taught in 
the Holy Scriptures? 


38. Do you promise that if at any 
time you find yourself out of accord 
with any of the fundamentals of this 
system of doctrine, you will on your 
own initiative make known to your 
Session the change which has taken 
place in your views since the assump- 
tion of this ordination vow? 


4. Do you approve the government 
and discipline of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States? 


5. Do you accept the office of Rul- 
ing Elder (or Deacon) in this church, 
and promise faithfully to perform all 
the duties thereof, and to endeavor by 
the grace of God to adorn the profes- 


sion of the Gospel in your life, and to 
set a worthy example before the 
Church of which God has made you 
an. officer? 


6. Do you promise subjection to 
your brethren in the Lord? 


7. Do you promise to study the 
peace, unity, edification and purity of 
the Church? 


It is worth noting that these are the 
same vows required of ministers. 


If your pastor does not use these 
questions, give him a copy of this edi- 
torial. 





Black-eye Giving 


Dedicated Christians have given 
true charity and Christian Evangelism 
some of their most conspicuous black 
eyes. They have done it unintentional- 
ly, of course. 


How have they done it? They 
have unknowingly financed the activi- 
ties of fraudulent “charities”? and fake 
“preachers.” These contributors knew, 
of course, that they were donating 
their money to certain causes, but 
they often knew pitifully little about 
how their gifts would be used. When 
the unscrupulous characters promot- 
ing shady endeavors have been exposed, 
black eyes have been the lot of all 
worthwhile endeavors as well. 


Kind-hearted and busy .folk who 
would rather make a donation and 
get rid of the solicitor than take time 
to find out about the “cause” could 
hardly be considered good stewards. 
The fakers know how to create the 
impression of an authentic cause with 
only the vaguest of credentials. By 
their indefinite generalities they may 
often best be identified. 


The Lord expects us to be “kind 
one to another” by helping our neigh- 
bor in need. And He expects us to 
support the work of His Church. Does 
He not expect us to try to see that 
every dollar does as much good as 
possible? 


Only when the Christian know 
where his dollar goes can he consider 
himself a good steward of what has 
been entrusted to him. Christians 
have a great responsibility in the 
realm of stewardship since there i 
so much to do and so little with which 
to do it. 


Finding out how this or that com. 
munity or religious agency spends its 
money is sometimes a difficult job. |; 
it not worth the trouble to know that 


your investment is being’ used to ad. | 
vance the Kingdom or help the truly | 
needy? Certainly the “cheerful giver’ |) 


must also be an informed one. 


i 





Property Fight Based 


On False Premise 
Up in Potomac Presbytery a bitter 
situation has developed between the 


Presbytery and the Second Church, 
Alexandria, Va. 


The story is a long one, about which 


we are not qualified to have an opin. | 


ion. The issue has been mostly over the 
property rights of the congregation— 
in the course of events judicial com. 
missions have been appointed, the ses- 
sion has been dissolved and a few 
other unpleasantries have occurred. 


The item which has caught our at. 


tention is the claim, by the Presbytery | 


of Potomac (supported by the Synod 
of Virginia) to final and ultimate an. 
thority over a congregation’s prop. 
erty. 


Moreover, the Presbytery (support- 
ed by the Synod) has based its claim 
to ultimate jurisdiction over a congre 


gation’s property partly on an edi-§ 


torial comment in A Digest of th 
General Assembly Proceedings (p. 
80)as follows: 


“In the final analysis the right 
in and to all property within its 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction belongs 
to the Church as a whole — the 
entire denomination. This is the 
opinion which has been sustained 
by the Supreme Court of the 
United States (Watson vs. Jones, 
13| Wallace, 679) in the ‘Walnut 
Street Church Case.’” 


Here is a matter which requires at- 
tention — possibly review by the As 
sembly — not only to settle the matter 
of property rights but also to settle 
the matter of the proper use of the 
Digest. 
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We don’t think judicial commissions 
should base their cases on editorial 
comments of disputable application, as 
though these were deliverances of the 
General Assembly. 


The Presbyterian Church, US, has 
always recognized the rights of con- 
gregations to the ownership, use and 
disposition of their own property. 
Presbyteries may control the actions 
and the plans of congregations so as 
to preserve the interests and the pro- 
grams of other congregations, under 
their responsibility to preserve the 
unity, peace and purity of the whole 
Church. But no Presbytery has the 
right to base a judicial case against 
a congregation upon the allegation 
that it (the Presbytery) has a vested 
interest in property. 


In the UPUSA (Northern Presby- 
terian) Church things are different. 
The denomination has always claimed 
ownership of the property, granting 
to congregations “beneficial use and 
enjoyment” only (suit against Indi- 
anapolis church reported in Oct. 11 
Journal). 






UPUSA congregations do not have 
the same property rights as US con- 
gregations. This was a major issue 
in the 1954 Church union debate. 


Now, the “Walnut Street Church 
Case” to which the Digest refers and 
upon which the Presbytery of Potomac 
and the Synod of Virginia partly have 
based their case, involved a Northern 
(then USA) congregation, not a 
Southern congregation. There is ab- 
solutely no reason to apply the prece- 
dents of this case to any dispute over 
Presbyterian, US, Church property, 
Supreme Court or no Supreme Court. 
(For a transcript of the decision, see 
USA Minutes 1872.) 






















The Synod of Virginia would seem 
to have acted hastily in adopting the 
strong statement on property rights 
based on the “Walnut Street Church 
Case.” And the Presbytery of Po- 
tomac would seem to have made a 
similar mistake, when it ordered the 
opinion of the Synod to be printed in 
the Minutes and read in all the 
churches. 




















Preachers without the experience of 
the Holy Spirit are smoking fires with 
hardly any flame of light. Laymen who 
have not been baptized with the Spirit 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





GROWING TOGETHER 


One of the paradoxes of our time 
is the genuine growth of interest in 
religion with a corresponding increase 
in the number of dedicated Chris- 
tians, while at the same time sin 
and the effects of sin are more notice- 
able than ever before. Even in our 
own nation unspeakable crimes are 
commonplace rather than the excep- 
tion. 


Nevertheless, this should come as 
no surprise for our Lord described 
just such a situation in Matthew 18. 


Using the parable of a sower He 
told of good seed being scattered only 
to have tares sowed among the wheat 
by the enemy. In due time the wheat 
appeared and also the tares. Greatly 
disturbed the servants came and said, 
“Sir, didst not thou sow good seed 
in thy field? From whence then hath 
it tares?” To this the Master replied, 
“An enemy hath done this.” 


In their zeal the servants offered 
to go out and pull up the tares only 
to have their enthusiasm stayed by 
these words: “Nay; lest while ye gath- 
er up the tares, ye root up also the 
wheat with them.” 


Then our Lord identified Himself 
with the truth of the parable, saying: 
“Let both grow together until the har- 
vest; and in the time of the harvest 
I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to burn them: but gather 
the wheat into my barn.” 


From this parable we may gather a 
number of truths we need greatly to 
recognize today. 


The first of these is that wherever 
the Gospel is preached Satan immedi- 
ately tries to render the seed ineffec- 
tive, sowing the seeds of unbelief, er- 
ror or secularism, that they may grow 
alongside the fruits of the Word, as 
far as possible choking them or mak- 
ing them less effective. 


The second teaching is that Chris- 
tians should not engage in tare pulling. 
Much harm is being done today by 
those church members who interpret 
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“separation” in terms of getting rid 
of the tares. Untold harm has often 
been done by over zealous persons. A 
few years ago a prominent American 
military man had started reading his 
Bible for the first time. Then there 
fell into his hands a virulent attack on 
the version he was reading. He was 
so confused and disillusioned that he 
left the Bible “for other people to 
read.” 


Christian, beware of tare pulling 
for in so doing you are disobeying our 
Lord and also endangering the “wheat” 
destined for His garner! 


The third thing to note is that the 
Lord of the harvest is perfectly aware 
of the situation. He knows that wheat 
and tares are growing together and 
as the Sovereign He will make the di- 
vision in His own time — binding 
the tares into bundles for burning 
while gathering the wheat into His 
barn. 


Finally, as Christ made perfectly 
clear to His disciples, the wheat is 
the good seed, sown by Himself, while 
the tares are the children of the wick- 
ed one, and the enemy who sowed the 
tares is the Devil. 


In this passage (Matthew 13:24-30, 
36-42), our Lord has given us a pic- 
ture of this present world. All around 
us we see the wicked doing more wick- 
edly while God’s righteousness is in- 
creasingly evident in the hearts of 
good men. Rather than being dis- 
mayed our hearts should be comforted 
knowing that God is still sovereign and 
that He will work out His holy will 
in His own good time. 


But we should also take warning, 
for our Lord also said: “And because 
inquity shall abound, the love of many 
shall wax cold.” But He also gives 
this comforting promise: But he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same 
shall be saved.” 


Growing together? Yes, we see the 
resident power of Satan and the trans- 
forming power of God on every hand. 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 















By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Two rather long passages make up our lesson for today. 
passages come from the lips of our Lord. The first of these re- 
counts His denunciations against the scribes and Pharisees because 
The second passage 
is a parable telling us how to use our spiritual gifts and material 
possessions for growth in the Kingdom of our Lord during the 
time of His absence. The first passage graphically shows how the 
religious leaders of the Jews perverted the stewardship with which 
they were invested. The second passage presents vividly to us 
what will eventually happen to the man who uses wisely the gifts 
entrusted to him, and what will happen to the man who misuses 


of their hypocrisy and spiritual blindness. 


these gifts. 


II. PROBLEMS OF INTERPRETATION IN 
MATTHEW 23:1-36. 


Certain matters call for some clarification before we 
are able to understand fully the import of this sig- 
nificant passage: 


1. Are these denunciations contrary to the spirit of 
love? Some criticize our Lord severely because they 
say that these invectives, as they call them, are con- 
trary to His teachings concerning love. What shall 
we say? 


a. These scribes and Pharisees whom Christ con- 
demns so devastatingly were men who had sinned 
grieviously and repeatedly against the light. They 
were children of the devil (Matt. 3:7; John 8:13,44), 
and thus spiritually blind (John 9:40f); they were 
about to commit the unpardonable sin (Matt. 9:32-34; 
12:22-37); they were determined to put Christ to 
death (John 11:47-53). 


b. There is a place for righteous indignation. Our 
Lord’s holy nature (Heb. 7:26) became righteously 
outraged at the hypocrisy and insincerity of these 
professed spiritual leaders. Our Lord’s attitude here 
illustrates what Paul enjoins elsewhere (Eph. 4:26). 


2. Did these Pharisees really sit on Moses’ seat? 
The verb “sit” (v. 2) is “sat” (aorist tense) in the 
Greek — the idea being that these men had taken 
upon themselves the right to interpret the Mosaic 
legislation. Christ’s statement seems to suggest that 
these men had usurped this authority; but, neverthe- 
‘less, the teachings of these men were to be followed 
whenever they truly agreed with the real intent of 
the law. Christ’s statement here (v. 3) was not incon- 
sistent with His severe denunciations elsewhere of the 
teachings of the Pharisees (e. g., Matt. 15:1-9). 


Ill. INTERPRETATION OF MATTHEW 23: 
1-36. 


This passage has in it some truths that are of great 
relevance even in our modern age. Surely no one 


Lesson for November 12, 1961 
Both 


GROWTH THROUGH STEWARD. 
SHIP 


Bible Material: Matthew 23:1-36; 25: 
14-30 


Devotional Reading: Matthew 5:1-16 


Memory Selection: Romans 12:1 





in place of leadership in the Church today can afford 
to ignore these scathing rebukes of pride and insin- 
cerity. 

1. Principles that governed the scribes and Phan- } 
sees (vv. 1-7). These false principles may be seen 
thus: 


a. Big talk but little do (v. 3). These men could 
preach fine sermons for others; but they did not prac- 
tice their own precepts. 


b. Legislation for others but not for themselves (v. 
4). These men were ever ready to enact new legisla. 
tion for others to bear; but they never suggested how 
men could bear the impossible legal burdens they 
dreamed up. 


c. Garishly displaying their religion (v. 5). These | 
men were proud of wearing their religion on their 
arms and between their eyes. They took literally | 
what God meant spiritually (see Ex. 13:9,16; Deut. 
6:8; 11:18). 


d. Taking first place (v. 6). The protocol of 
these men always demanded that they be put in first 
place and that their right of eminence be properly | 
recognized. 


e. Loving to be called “Doctor” (v. 7). These 
men also dearly loved the titles bestowed upon them 
by the slavish multitudes. 


2. Principles that should govern true believers (w. | 
8-12). Here Christ set forth the true principles thus: | 


a. Your common brotherhood in Christ is incom f 
patible with titles that produce pride (v. 8. See also 
James 3:1). 


b. Your common sonship means that no mere man | 
may take the place of God toward you (v. 9). God | 
is your Father; therefore, do not apply that term t0 


any man in a spiritual sense. (One wonders how 
those ministers who want to be called “father” can 
justify themselves) . 
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c. Your common Master excludes a human master 
(v. 10). The word “master” really means “leader.” 
Christ is your only Leader (see Isa. 55:4; Ezk. 34:24). 
The Constitution of the Church savs that He is the 
only Head of the Church. 


d. Your greatness is in your service (v. 11). This 
truth Christ taught by precept (Matt. 20:26) and by 
example (John 13:1-16). 


e. Your exaltation will follow upon your humility (v. 
12). This also is a truth which Christ taught by pre- 
cept (Luke 14:11; 18:14) and by example (Phil. 2: 
5-11). 


3. The seven woes (vv. 13-36). These woes are 
among the most scathing denunciations that issued 
from the lips of the Son of God while on earth. Their 
application to the scribes and Pharisees should not 
blind us to the-fact that they also have an application 
to all religious leaders whose lives have a similar bent 
toward hypocrisy and deceit. The student of Roman- 
ism will find many parallels here. 


a. The first woe — religious persecution (v. 13). 
These men presume to shut up God’s Kingdom — a 
thing which only Christ has the right to do (Rev. 3: 
7). A good example of the persecuting complex of 
all false religionists is seen in Paul’s rabid hatred 
against the early Christians before his conversion (Acts 
9:1; I Tim. 1:18). 


b. The second woe — religious fanaticism (v. 15) 
Two things are stated here: (1) the notorious zeal 
that characterizes all false religionists (Acts 22:3ff; 
Rom. 10:2f; Gal. 1:4; Rev. 13:1-18); (2) They send, 
not only themselves but their disciples to hell. 


c. The third woe — religious deceit (vv. 16-33). 
Here Christ cites some of the deceitful interpretations 
of the law by which people were permitted to rid 
themselves of their moral obligations. By subtle 
innuendoes, by evasive tactics, and by double meaning 
—these were ways by which one’s obligations could be 
changed to suit one’s convenience. The Jesuits, in 
their labyrinth of casuistry, afford a more modern ex- 
ample of the sin here denounced. 


d. The fourth woe — religious legalism (vv. 23f). 
These same men had forgotten the weightier (more 
important) matters of the law (Phil. 3:1-6). 


e. The fifth woe — religious externalism (vv. 25f). 
A dominant trait of all religionists is emphasis on ex- 
ternal rites (Mark 7:1-7; Phil. 3:1-6); but the internal 
righteousness, which can come only from a new na- 
ture (John 3:1-12; II Cor. 5:17; Eph. 4:24), receives 
scant notice from them. 


f. The sixth woe — religious formalism (vv. 27f). 
In their meticulous observance of external rites and 
ceremonies these men appeared righteous before men. 
but inside there was nothing but spiritual deadness 
(II Pet. 2:1-22; Jude 3:16). 


g- The seventh woe — religious traditionalism (vv. 
29-36). Here Christ’s condemnation reaches its climax. 
Here we see three things: (1) their profession — they 
professed to be admirers of the ancient prophets, ex- 
pressing their admiration and loyalty by external me- 
morials (compare how some today commemorate John 
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Calvin and yet repudiate Calvinism!) ; (2) their per- 
versity — they are sons of those who murdered the 
prophets and by their attitude show that they are sons 
of the Devil (John 8:44); (3) the prophecy concern- 
ing them: first, they will slay the New Testament 
prophets and apostles (I Thess. 2:14-16); second, they 
will saturate the earth with their own unholy blood 
when judgment comes upon the guilty nation (Luke 
19:41-44; 21:20-24). 


IV. INTERPRETATION OF MATTHEW 25: 
14-30. 


This passage of Scripture is among those whose 
meaning is fairly clear. The following observations 
will help to enhance the meaning: 


1. The Lord gives His servants talents (v. 14). 
This is what Paul later taught (Eph. 4:7ff; see I Cor. 
12). 


2. The Lord sovereignly bestows His talents (v. 
15). Not all receive the same number of gifts, for 
the Lord determines each one’s abilitv (see I Cor. 12: 
7,11). 


3. Each man is expected to multiply the talents 
committed to him (vv. 16-18). The inference here 
is surely that the Lord expected to receive from these 
three men more than He had entrusted to them. Two 
of the men doubled their talents in the absence of 
their Lord; the other man buried his Lord’s monev. 


4. The Lord’s coming will be the time of reward 
or punishment (v. 19). The implication of “after a 
long time” is surely that the Lord would be awav some 
time. This passage alone refutes the idea, held in 
some critical circles, that Christ taught that He would 
return shortly after His departure. The New Testa- 
ment teaches throughout that rewards and punishments 
are bestowed at the second advent of Christ (I Cor. 
3:11-15; I Thess. 2:19f; I1 Thess. 1:7-10: If Tim. 4: 
1,8). 


5. The faithful will be equally rewarded (vv. 20- 
23). These faithful ones are rewarded in a threefold 
way: (1) a commendation for their faithful labor 
(Luke 16:10; IT Cor. 5:9f; 10:18; I Pet. 1:7); (2) a re- 
ward (Luke 12:44; 22:28-30; Rev. 2:10,26-28; 21:7); 
(3) an eternal joy (Ps. 16:11; Phil. 1:23: Rev. 7:17). 


6. The unfaithful servant is judged and condemned 
(vv. 24-30). This man is described as a “wicked and 
slothful servant” (v. 26); he is of the same kind as 
the foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1-13) and the goats 
(Matt. 25:31-46). He is condemned at the final day 
because (1) he did not live up to the light that he 
had (vv. 24-27; see Rom. 2:1-16); (2) he did not 
bring forth fruit (v. 25; see John 15:6). This passage 
does not teach that a true servant of Christ can be 
lost (see John 10:27-29). The faithful servants here 
had a living faith; the unfaithful servant had a 
dead faith (see Heb. 6:7ff; James 2:14-26) . 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 
FOR NOVEMBER 12, 1961: “E. M. C.” 
Scripture—II Corinthians 8:1-9 and 9:6-8 
Suggested Hymns— 

“Living for Jesus” 

“We Give Thee but Thine Own” 

“Take My Life and Let it Be Consecrated” 


(In place of or in addition to using the program 
material given below, you may want to use the follow- 
ing plan: Invite a church officer — possibly the 
Chairman of the Board of Deacons, the Church Treas- 
urer, or the Chairman of the Finance Committee — 
to come to your meeting and explain the church’s 
financial picture. Ask him to emphasize how young 
people can have a part in this phase of the church’s 
work.) 


PROGRAM _ LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: 
Among American Christians the initials “E. M. C.” 
have come to stand for “Every Member Canvass.” This 
is the day when a great many churches in our land 
are conducting their Every Member Canvasses. Most 
of us have some idea what a canvass is, but let us re- 
mind ourselves. An Every Member Canvass is an 
effort to reach every member of a church. Usually 
the church sends out teams of visitors into every home 
of the church to explain the work and program of 
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the church and to receive from the members their 
pledges of financial support. When these visits are 
made in the right spirit, and received in the right 
spirit, a canvass can be very effective to strengthen 
the spiritual life of a church. 


It is quite possible for a canvass to fail to make a 


spiritual contribution to the church. This happens | 


when those who conduct the canvass and those who 
are visited think of it as just a collection, or a drive 
to raise as much money as possible. 


FIRST SPEAKER: In a canvass which succeeds 


spiritually, the initials “E. M. C.” could well stand for 


other words than Every Member Canvass. 


“E. M. C.” might stand for Every Member Concern. 
Before a church can make spiritual progress, its mem- 
bers must be intelligently concerned about the things 
of Christ and His Church. Intelligent concern in- 
volves knowledge, and knowledge involves information. 
Before we can be truly concerned about our 
church, we must know what it is doing 
not only what it is doing in the local church 
and community, but what it is doing around 
the world through the work of the denomination. 
This calls for dedicated teaching and dedicated learn- 
ing. We young people can become better church 
members now and for the future by making it our 
business to know about the work of our church. If 
we really know what is going on, we are sure to be 
concerned. 


SECOND SPEAKER: The initials “E. M. C.” 
could also stand for Every Member Commitment. Gen- 
uine concern ought to lead very naturally to commit- 
ment. When we speak of commitment. we are talk- 
ing about dedication to Jesus Christ. When we think 
about all that Christ has done for us — the material 
blessings He has heaped on us and the eternal spiritual 
life He has given us—we want to do something for Him. 
When we look out into the world and see how des 
perately people need to know about Christ, we realize 
there is something we can do for Him. We can 


tell the world about Jesus Christ, and we can do this | 


best by working, worshipping, and serving in Christ's 
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Church. This is the kind of commitment Paul was 
urging on the Christians in the church at Rome 
when he wrote: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
our reasonable service. And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of God” Romans 
12:1,2. 


THIRD SPEAKER: “E. M. C.” might stand for 
Every Member Contributing. ‘This is the natural out- 
growth of commitment. Christian giving begins with 
the giving of self. The Christians in Macedonia, about 
whom Paul wrote in II Corinthians. “first gave their 
own selves to the Lord” and then they gave of their 
material means. That is always the proper order. In 


Christian stewardship, a person gives his life to Christ. 
After that first and fundamental step follow contribu- 
tions of energy, skill, time, and money. The financial 
pledges we make ought to be simply the tokens of the 


more important dedication of life which we have al- 
ready made. On the other hand, when people refuse 
to contribute their money, or when they do it grudg- 
ingly, it may well indicate that they have never given 
their hearts to the Lord in the first place: “For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also” Matt. 
6:21. 


PROGRAM LEADER: One of the Church’s most 
serious weaknesses is pointed out by the word “every” 
in “E. M. C.”. The weakness is that NOT everv mem- 
ber is concerned, just a few. Not every member is 
fully committed to Christ and the Church, just a few. 
Not every member contributes of his devotion, his 
ability, his time, and his money to the work of the 
Church, just a few. If every member were as con- 
cerned, as committed, and as faithful in contributing 
as the few, how much stronger the Church would bel 
We young people are members of the church. What 
kind of stewards are we? 


Closing Prayer. 








THE CHURCH AT HOME‘ 


BOARD UNIT TO STUDY 
‘BOUNDARY’ EXTENSION 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — The 
Board of Church Extension, at its Oc- 
tober meeting here, held an abbreviat- 
ed business session following an hours- 
long discussion of the state of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, with regard 
to evangelism. 


In one action the board authorized 
its chairman, Dr. Ben Lacy Rose of 
Union Theological Seminary in Vir- 
ginia, to be chairman of a subcommit- 
tee of the board to study matters 
concerning how far this Church should 
extend itself beyond its “traditional 
boundaries.” This subject was de- 
scribed by several as being alive at 
this time, and the board’s offices, in 
fact, continue to receive inquiries on 
the matter from time to time. (The 
General Assembly has no _ actual 
boundaries. ) 


In other business the Board: 


Approved top level consultations be- 
tween certain members of this board 
and the Board of National Missions 
of the United Presbyterian Church, 
USA, concerning Negro work in com- 


munities served by both denomina- 
tions, 


Heard that more than 600 enrolled 
in the 1961 Church Extension Confer- 
ence made for the second straight rec- 
ord high enrollment. 


Approved the invitation of Dr. Ber- 
nard Boyd, professor of Bible at the 
University of North Carolina, as the 
Bible Hour speaker at the 1962 con- 
ference and the invitations to Dr. 
John W. Lancaster of First Church, 
Houston, Texas, and Dr. J. Davison 
Philips of the Decatur (Ga.) church 
as evening speakers. The Sunday 
night speaker is yet to be announced. 


The extended discussion on the 
“spiritual health of the Church and 
evangelism” was led by Dr. Marion 
Boggs, immediate past moderator of 
the General Assembly. A summary 
of the board members’ comments will 
be presented at the February meet- 
ing by the Division of Evangelism. 





KING GETS BUILDING 


BRISTOL, Tenn. — King College 
has announced receipt of a bequest 
of the Reynolds Arcade Building, Bris- 
tol’s largest office building. The 
property, valued at more than $100,- 
000, was the gift of Mrs. Hardin W. 
Reynolds, a lifelong member of First 
Church here. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


KOREA — Mr. and Mrs. Merrill 
H. Grubbs, recent appointees to mis- 
sionary service in Korea, have an- 
nounced the birth of a daughter in 
Decatur, Ga. 


PASTORS FROM THE CONGO 
TOURING CHURCH IN US. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Three Con- 
golese pastors are studying the work 
of the Presbyterian Church, US, on 
a tour sponsored by the Board of 
World Missions. The itinerary in- 
cludes: New York, Oct. 17-20; Wash- 
ington, Oct. 20-28; Richmond, Oct. 
28-Nov. 4; Nashville, Nov. 4-9; Chat- 
tanooga, Nov. 9-13; Atlanta, Nov. 13- 
21; Tuscaloosa, Nov. 21-23; Houston, 
Nov. 23-27; Kingsville, Tex., Nov. 27- 
30; Austin, Nov. 30 - Dec. 2; Dallas, 
Dec. 2-5; Nashville, Dec. 5-7; Louis- 
ville, Dec. 7-11; and departure from 
New York, Dec. 11. 


The visitors are: Pastor Bakatu- 
shiha Pierre of Luluabourg, Pastor 
Mukeba Andre of Bakwanga, and Pas- 
tor Tshisungu Daniel of Lubondai. 
During the tour they will visit with 
scholarship students from the Congo 
at their schools in the US. 





SPEAKERS AT COLUMBIA 


DECATUR, Ga. — Ministers’ Week 
speakers at Columbia Seminary Oct. 
30 - Nov. 3 are Dr. James A. Jones, 
president of Union Seminary; Dr. Wil- 
liam Childs Robinson, an alumnus and 
faculty member of the seminary; and 
Dr. Murdo Ewen Macdonald, pastor 
of St. George’s West, Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 


PAGE 15 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / NOVEMBER 1, 1961 





WOMEN’S PRESENTATION 
PLANNED FOR ASSEMBLY 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The Presbyte- 
rian, US, Board of Women’s Work 
held its October meeting here, with 
many of its members and staff leav- 
ing soon after adjournment for Mi- 
ami Beach to attend the United 
Church Women’s Assembly. 


At its meeting, the board: 


—vVoted to present a “popular pro- 
gram” at the 1962 General Assem- 
bly in observance of the 50th an- 
niversary of the Women of the 
Church. 


—Issued an invitation to the Wom- 
en’s Advisory Council to partici- 
pate in the Jan. 24-25 meeting of 
the board. 


—Heard of plans for the Montreat 
Women’s Conference next July 12- 
19 and for the Nov. 7-8 conference 
for synodical presidents and direc- 
tors of synodical training schools. 


—Heard an address by Mrs. A. Wal- 
ton Litz, chairman of the depart- 
ment of women’s work, World Pres- 
byterian Alliance. 





‘FLORA MAC’ OFFERED 


RED SPRINGS, N. C. — (PN) — 
Flora Macdonald College has been of- 
fered, lock, stock and campus, to the 
North Carolina Baptist State Conven- 
tion. The proposition has been referred 
to the convention’s Council on Chris- 
tian Education for consideration. 


The Scottish College Foundation is 
managing the sale of Flora Macdon- 
ald College which was closed last 
summer as the Presbyterian Synod of 
North Carolina opened St. Andrews 
College on a new campus in Laurin- 
burg. 





S. MISSISSIPPI ELECTS 


HATTIESBURG, Miss. — Commis- 
sioners to the 1962 General Assembly 
were elected at the fall meeting of 
South Mississippi Presbytery at First 
Church here. Principals are: Min- 
isters — Robert Coit, John T. N. 
Keels and Robert Ostenson; ruling 
elders — Graham Hicks of Natchez, 
W. H. McIntosh, Jr., of Gulfport, and 
E. Watson Wood of Ocean Springs. 


The Rev. William J. Stanway of 
Hattiesburg was elected moderator at 


the presbytery’s third stated meeting. 
Received as a candidate for the min- 
istry was Robert L. Carroll of Laurel. 
In connection with the stewardship 
report, it was announced that a min- 
ister and an elder will visit each con- 
gregation to explain 1962 needs. The 
next meeting is scheduled at First 
Church here Jan 28. 





HOMECOMING CELEBRATED 
AT REFURBISHED CHURCH 


McCLELLANVILLE, S. C. — New 
Wappetaw church here celebrated a 
homecoming week in a _ refurbished 
church building. Its mortgage was 
paid off two months ahead of time, 
and the senctuary now has new walls 
and ceiling, and pews and pulpit fur- 
niture have been refinished. There 
is also a new front and steeple and a 
new roof. 


Preachers for the two Sundays of 
the celebration were Dr. Alva M. 
Gregg, former pastor, and the Rev. 
Ludwig A. Beckman, Jr., one of the 
five minister sons of the 89-year-old 
church. The Rev. Harold T. Bridg- 
man, present pastor, led a Wednesday 
night service of reconsecration at 
which Dr. Gregg also spoke. 





FILMSTRIPS RECOGNIZED 


RICHMOND, Va. — Two new Pres- 
byterian film strips have won awards 
of excellence from the Art Directors 
Club of Atlanta, Ga. They are “Chris- 
tian Origins,” one of a set accompany- 
ing the book, Toward Responsible Dis- 
cipleship, and “The Web and the 
Wall,” one of a-set to be used during 
1962 during the denominational em- 
phasis on Christian vocation. 















































“THOUGH IT WILL COME AS A SURPRISE 
TO HIM , A SPECIAL COMMITTEE VOTED 
TO GIVE THE PASTOR A RAGE + 











DEFERRED GIFT MEETINGS 
CONDUCTED BY N.C. SYNOD 


RALEIGH, N. C. — (PN) —Chris- 
tians can account to God for their 
accumulated blessings, and one way 
to do it is to include the Church in 
their will. This, in short, is the 
message being presented by a four. 
man team to Presbyterians in North 
Carolina. The team is conducting a 
series of conferences on bequests and 
deferred gifts in 20 cities across the 
Synod of North Carolina. 


Heading the team is Dr. John R. 
Cunningham, executive director of the 
Presbyterian (U.S.) Foundation in 
Charlotte. With him are E. B. Crow, 
Wilson, N. C., attorney, Richard Short, 
executive director of the Presbyterian 
Home in High Point, N. C., and Ted 
Daniel, director of public relations 
for the Synod. 


Dr. Cunningham has noted during 
the conferences that “the largest un- 
tapped resource in the Christian 
Church today is the accumulative pos- 
sessions of the church members.” 





‘PASTOR APPRECIATION’ 
LEAVES HIM SPEECHLESS 


DECATUR, Ga. — When the Rev. 
S. H. Christopher, Jr., entered the 
sanctuary of Rehoboth church near 
here one recent Sunday he was com- 
pletely unsuspecting. But before the 
morning service ended he and his fam- 
ily were well aware that they were 
being honored in an unusual way. 


An elder had asked to be recog- 
nized for an “announcement” (the 
preacher thought it was in connection 
with the building program), and the 
elder announced that this Sunday was 
“Pastor Appreciation Day” and pre- 
sented Mr. Christopher with a basket 
full of letters from his members, a 
check for $1,000, and a box of his 
favorite confection. 


Mr. Christopher, described as “per- 
fectly speechless,” had to let the el- 
der announce the next portion of the 
service while he regained his com- 
posure. 





NEW ORLEANS SPEAKER 


NEW ORLEANS, La. — (PN) — 
Dr. Wm. Elliot, pastor of Highland 
Park church, Dallas, Tex., is to be 


the featured speaker at the Fifth An- | 


nual Festival of Christian Faith and 
Witness at municipal auditorium 
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here November 12. The event is 
sponsored by the Greater New Or- 
leans Federation of Churches. It is 
held in observance of the anniversary 
of the beginning of free worship in 
the Louisiana Purchase Territory, the 
anniversary of the Protestant Refor- 
mation and the American observance 
of Thanksgiving. 





ASHEVILLE MEN MEET 


BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C.—Men 
of Asheville Presbytery elected new 
officers at their annual fall rally at 
the Presbyterian Home for Children 
here. They are: W. D. Dover of 
Hazelwood, president; Sam R. Pat- 
ton, Asheville, first vice-president; 
Frank Wade, Black Mountain, second- 
vice-president; Easton Hulme, Ashe- 
ville, secretary-treasurer; and division 
chairmen: B. L. MceGlammery of 
Franklin, J. F. Maloney of Henderson- 
ville and Carroll Sorrell of Asheville. 
Principal speaker at the meeting was 
the Rev. John R. Williams, whose 
topic was “A Call to Evangelism.” 





JOINT MEETING HELD 


HENDERSONVILLE, N. C.—Ashe- 
ville Presbytery and Presbyterial met 
jointly here for a centennial program. 
Speakers included the Rev. Lawrence 
A. Davis, associate secretary of the 
Assembly’s division of Evangelism; Dr. 
B. Frank Hall, pastor of the Pearsall 
Memorial church, Wilmington, N. C.; 
Mrs. F. A. Plummer, president of 
Presbyterial; and Mrs. W. B. Fergu- 
son, retiring Presbyterial president. 
The joint program was opened by a 
Bible study of I Corinthians, led by 
Journal Associate Editor L. Nelson 
Bell. Separate business sessions were 
held by the two organizations. 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 


The first makes us impatient but 
Christ tells us to wait — He will act. 
In the meantime ours is the privilege 
of growing as good wheat — to the 
glory of God. 





PRAYER—from p. 6 


great while before day, He rose, and 
went out to a lonely place and there 
prayed” (Mark 1:35). If He needed 
Prayer so much, what hope is there 
for any of us apart from it? 





You can almost outline the Gospel 
of Luke by its references to prayer. 
At the height of His popularity “He 
withdrew to the wilderness and 
prayed” (Luke 5:16). At the climax 
of their opposition “He went out into 
the hills to pray, and all night He 
continued in prayer to God. And when 
it was day, He called His disciples and 
chose from them twelve” (Luke 6:12- 
18). “As He was praying alone the 
disciples were with Him; and He asked 
them: Whom do men say that I am?” 
(Luke 9:18). Again “as He was pray- 
ing, the appearance of His countenance 
was altered .. .” (Luke 9:29). He 
was transfigured before them. 


In Gethsemane (need we say it?) 
the disciples were asleep, but “He 
kneeled down and prayed... .” (Luke 
22:41). His first word from the cross 
was: “Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they do” (Luke 23:34) 
and His last word: “Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My Spirit” (Luke 
23:46). At the conclusion of the Gos- 
pel “He led them out as far as Beth- 
any, and lifting up His hands, He 
blessed them . . .” (Luke 24:50). 


VI 


It was this same Jesus, who by 
His example had sanctified prayer for- 
ever, who commanded His disciples in 
the first chapter of the Acts “not to 
depart from Jerusalem but to wait 
for the promise of the Father .. .” 
(Acts 1:4). And so for ten days 
“these all with one accord continued 
steadfastly in prayer” (Acts 1:14). 


Time will not allow us to describe 
the constancy of their prayers. In 
Acts 2:42 the first Christians “con- 
tinued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
teaching, and fellowship and in the 
breaking of bread, and prayers.” 
When the first deacons were chosen 
it was that the apostles might “con- 
tinue steadfastly in prayer and in 
the ministry of the Word” (Acts 6: 
4). (How do we busy ministers, who 
spend eighty per cent of our time ad- 
ministering our Church programs, ex- 
plain away that?) 


Commanded no longer “to speak at 
all nor teach in the Name of Jesus” 
(Acts 4:18), they prayed. “And 
when they had prayed the place was 
shaken where they were gathered to- 
gether, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and spake the Word 
of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). 


When Peter was imprisoned for 
preaching the Gospel “earnest prayer 
for him was made to God by the 
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Church”; and when he was released, 
in answer to that prayer, he “went 
to the house of Mary, the mother of 
John, whose other name was Mark, 
where many were gathered together 
and were praying” (Acts 12:5, 12). 


Do we pray for one another today? 
We face a shortage of candidates for 
fulltime Christian service, but is it 
any wonder that a man like John 
Mark came out of a home like Mary’s? 
And how long has it been since the 
place was shaken where we were as- 
sembled together? But then how long 
has it been since we paid the price 
of prayer? 





“A FREE-WILL 
OFFERING OF 
THINE HAND” 


(Deut. 16:10) 


We think of Thanksgiving as 

having originated with the 
Pilgrims, but this idea came from the 
Scriptures with which our founding 
fathers were well acquainted. 


At this season let us not for- 

get our debt to Israel for the 

Oracles of God which were committed 
to them and preserved for you who 
were “strangers from the covenants of 
romise.” As it was through their un- 
lief that you obtained mercy, so 
now it is through your mercy that the 
Jews are to obtain mercy (Rom. 


11:30,31) 
AE While many doors are being 
shut to the gospel, Israel’s 
doors and hearts have never been wider 
open. The International Board of 
Jewish Missions is reaching out with 
the gospel message to Jews in the four 
corners of the earth — Israel, Europe, 
North Africa, North America, Latin 
America, and Australia. Your gifts 
make this ministry possible. 


Write for free copy of our bi- 
monthly, THE EVERLASTING 
NATION (subscription $1 per 
year) with absorbing articles and 
current news of world Jewry. 


DR. JACOB GARTENHAUS, 
President 


DR. ROBERT G. LEE 
Chairman Advisory Board 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD 


OF JEWISH MISSIONS 
INC, 
Box 1256, Atlanta 1, Georgia 


{ 


VII 


There have been moments when I 
felt as though I stood on the fringes 
of prayer. I remember at least two 
Church committee meetings that end- 
ed as prayer meetings — and especial- 
ly one when we were preparing for 
the Mission to the Nation. As we 
were about to pray a brother said, 
“May we kneel for prayer?” The 
Gideons kneel for prayer. That night 
a Presbyterian Church committee knelt 
for prayer. We did not pray long; 
the place was not shaken; but the 
Spirit was there. Perhaps it was a 
beginning. 


When I was installed as pastor at 
the First Church, Columbia, the min- 
ister who charged me challenged me 
to remember every member of my con- 
gregation by name in prayer. One 
day I was discussing this with a 
brother minister whom I had similarly 
charged. He said he had been send- 
ing out a brief note each week to the 
five persons he was remembering that 
week by name. And his people were 
telling him how much it meant to 
them, frequently bringing personal 
needs to his attention. 


Who can estimate what it may mean 
to the lives of our people to be re- 
membered by name before the throne 
of Grace? What might it mean to our 
churches if our Executive Secretaries 
remembered the churches by name? 
How much apathy might be banished, 
how much strength might be mediated, 
how much joy might be shared! Should 
not the words of Samuel to Saul be 
ours to those whom we serve: “Far 
be it from me that I should sin against 
the Lord in ceasing to pray for you” 
(I Sam. 12:28). 


Small groups are springing up 
across the Church for prayer. And 
men like Elton Trueblood and Samuel 
Shoemaker are telling us that this is 
the new Reformation, the alternative 
to futility, our hope for a new birth 
of power. 


“Let us therefore come boldly un- 
to the throne of Grace that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need” (Heb. 4: 
16). 


* ¢* * *# 


Dr. Rice, minister of First Church, 
Columbia, S. C., first preached this 
series of messages before the 1961 
Church Extension Conference, Mon- 


treat, N. C. 


‘ 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
THE CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED LAND 


8. Crossing the Jordan 
DO YOU KNOW—What happened when the priests’ feet 


touched the water? 
LOOK UP IN YOUR BIBLE: Joshua 3:15,16. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about crossing the Jordan? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Christ is the only One who can 
lead us to God. John 14:6. 


*% *% % * 


The River Jordan is a crooked, narrow river that runs from 
Mt. Hermon to the Dead (Salt) Sea. At harvest time, it 
overflows its banks and becomes a rushing torrent, over 500 
feet wide. The river was an impassable barrier between the 
Israelites and the promised land. 


THE ISRAELITES PREPARE FOR CROSSING Joshua 3:1-6 
(Connect the parts that belong together) 


The people were instructed 
Joshua said, “The LORD will 
The priests were to take the Ark 


and pass before the people. 
do wonders among you.” 
to sanctify (cleanse) 
themselves. 
THE ISRAELITES RECEIVE THEIR INSTRUCTIONS 
Joshua 3:7-13 


The Lord said to » “I will be with thee.” 
Joshua was to command the priests saying, ““When ye are come 
of the water of 
still in 
The waters were to be cut off as soon as the 
of the feet of the who were carrying the 


THE ISRAELITES CROSS THE JORDAN Joshua 3:14-17 
(Circle “Yes’ or ‘No’, whichever is correct.) 


The priests carried the Ark of the Covenant. Yes No 
The Jordan overflows its banks during harvest. Yes No 
The waters parted at Joshua’s touch. Yes No 
The Israelites passed over Jordan on dry ground. Yes No 


* % *% *% 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Answer to last week's 
question, “How many crucifixions are mentioned in the 


Bible?” . . . Three. 


(Adapted from “The Conquest of the Promised Land,” Copy- 
right 1959, by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 


PAGE 18 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / NOVEMBER 1, 1961 





— se Ss es ee elu 


mae & ch a @ 2 fh fe Oh oe Gk et ah af a. 


TH —_ = ff -« - wee 


THE PRECARIOUS VISION, by 
Peter L. Berger. Doubleday and Co., 
Garden City, N. Y., 238 pp. $3.95. 


Dr. Berger takes a sharp look at 
the social fictions of the United States, 
and attempts to see a relation of the 
Christian faith to the easy material- 
ism of our world, which might be the 
means of removing the Church from 
its present promotion of a secular cul- 
ture to one of witnessing to the truth 
of God. The author writes in a 
pleasant, entertaining and able style. 


The young professor of social ethics 
does not think that the Christian faith 
is altogether sincere when it stoops 
to a mere covering of the status quo 
in the social structures of our Ameri- 
can culture. But he at least recog- 
nizes the anarchial dangers involved 
in social reconstruction by the Church. 
Pathos, imagination, frustration, and 
sarcasm are frequent fellow travellers 
on these printed lines; he is quite 
witty in his attempted exorcism of 
the spirit of secularism from the Chris- 
tian circle. Professing liberal Prot- 
estantism, one finds him in the sha- 
dows of Simone Weil’s in and out of re- 
ligious attachment and detachment. 


—(Rev.) George H. Kirker 
Geneva, Ala. 





IS CHRIST DIVIDED?, by Lesslie 
Newbigin. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids. 41 pp. $1.25. 


This small book, which can be read 
in one sitting, contains four messages 
on Christian unity. The author bears 
the burden which is on the heart of 
every true Christian — “how can we 
make Christ known, so that men may 


live together in the power of the Holy 
Spirit?” 


Here, as the author puts it, is a plea 


po Christian unity in a Revolutionary 
ge. 


—(Rev.) Robert C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Miss. 





READ ME A STORY 


A beautiful new book of stories that teach and enter- 
tain. A charming collection written especially for 
preschool children. Includes poems, finger plays, 
and an “act it out” story. Delightful full-color illus- 
trations and colored cloth cover. 

Order 3126 





3 NEW LOW PRICED GIFT 


JEANNIE GOES 
TO SUNDAY 


JUST LIKE ME 
SCHOOL 


A 4-year old boy 


Page-size pictures 
of Jeannie, who is 
“‘almost 3'’, plus 
12 stories, rhymes, 


finds that many of 
the Bible charac- 
ters are “just like 
me’. Present day 


songs, poems, or 
finger plays. 7” x 
10" 


Order 2970....50¢ 


and Bible pictures, 
each with a story. 
Order 2987... .50¢ 


THE STORY OF JESUS 


Large, page-size Bible art pictures in full color with 
12 of the best-loved Bible stories about Jesus. 
7" x 10”, full-color, shiny cover. 

Order 3183 


5 NEW COLORING BOOKS 
Entertainment and teaching value for hours on end. 
Bible story themes, 24 pages, 8%" x 11” in each 
booklet. Order by number. 25¢ each. : 
Bible ABC...2416 New Testament Stories. ..2420 
Bible Children....2417 Around the World....2418 
The Story of Jesus (shown). ..2419 


BIBLE TREASURE HUNT GAME 

A fun-filled scramble of letters combining ana- 
grams and Bible quizzes. Game has 60 name 
cards to be identified (Bible people, places and 
things), 420 alphabet letters and 72 ‘‘talents.”’ 
For 2 to 12 people, junior age and up—family, 
parties, presession. 

Order 2650 


Write for free Christ mas Catalog 
for many more GIFT IDEAS 


_STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


ect PJ-1161 
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MINISTERS 


H.M. Bailey (H. R.), Eureka, Tex. 
to Corsicana, Tex. 

Daniel H. Barfield, Beaumont, 
Tex., to the First-Union Church, 
Fort Worth, Texas, as associate 
pastor. 


Donald L. Bartley, Rockbridge 
Baths, Va., has entered the chap- 
laincy of the U. S. Army, Aber- 
deen Proving Ground, Md. 


Sherwood S. Day (H. R.), Crozet, 
Va., to Amherst, Va. 

William Richard Goodman, Jr., of 
Union Seminary, has been ordained 
and installed as pastor of the Mc- 
Dowell & Williamsville churches, 
McDowell, Va. 

Robert L. McBath, from Bruns- 
wick, Ga., to the East Point, Ga., 
church. 

George Jarvis McMillan has _ be- 
come chaplain of the state hospital, 
Columbia, S. C. 

Charles W. McNutt, Charleston, W. 
Va., has been called to the North- 
side church, Burlington, N. C. 
Luther Martin Mundy, who has 
been studying at Columbia Semi- 
nary and Emory University, is 
teaching this year in the Bible De- 
partment at Lees-McRae College, 
Banner Elk, N. C. 

Francisco P. Rugerio, Waco, Texas, 
is serving as stated supply at San 
Marcos Memorial and Lockhart 2nd 
churches, San Marcos, Texas. 
Lowell Beach Sykes, Comer, Ga., to 
the Dahlonega, Ga., church as pas- 
tor and minister to students of 
the North Georgia College. 
Locke White (H. R.), Halifax, Va., 
to Davidson, N. C. 

Ray W. Davis, formerly associate 
pastor of the Riviera church, Mi- 





OLD BIBLES REBOUND 


= aries, binding and style to meet every 
Quality workmanship guaranteed. 
Write for illustrated price folder. 


“Internationally known specialists” 


NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 


118 Ne. Stone Ave. Greenwood, Miss. 
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ami, Fla., has become pastor of the 
Le Jeune church in that city. 
Adolph Oterson, Jr., Rocky Mount, 
N. C., to the Bear Grass - Roberson 
Chapel churches, Williamston, 
N. C. 


DCE 


Miss Thelma Coker, Beattyville, 
Ky., to the Upper Long Cane 
church, Abbeville, S. C., effective 
Nov. 1. 


DEATHS 


Donald Gunn Campbell, 85, long 
time member of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Greenville, Ala., 
and former moderator of East Ala- 
bama Presbytery, died September 
24. 


Frederick Volbeda, 54, died Octo- 
ber 10 at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
after a long illness. He was pas- 
tor of Grace Episcopal church, 
Asheville, N. C., and had been a 
member of Asheville Presbytery 
while in the Naval chaplaincy. 





LETTERS 


PRESBYTERY ABDICATES 
RESPONSIBILITY? 


(A story of a minister’s reception 
into a certain presbytery came to our 
ears from a_ non-denominational 
We wrote a member of that 
presbytery to verify the story. This 


is his reply.—Ed.) 


source. 


I am glad to give you as many de- 
tails as I can. I trust that I will not 
misrepresent this man’s actual views 
in my paraphrases of what he said. 


In stating his beliefs before the 
Presbytery this man couched his re- 
marks in such language that it was 
hard to determine just what he be- 
lieved. However, he seemingly denied 
the Virgin Birth, the Bodily Resurrec- 
tion, the Inspiration of the Bible, the 
Second Coming, etc., so flatly and at 
times vehemently that he would not 
have received 2 votes had a motion to 
take him in been entertained. In- 
stead, a committee was appointed to 
talk with him and see if he would not 
change his views. 


The committee had two or three ses- 
sions with the man and at the next 
Presbytery meeting, 2 of the 3 mem- 
bers stated that although his views 
were not as bad as at the first, they 
both felt that it would be wiser not to 
receive him into the Presbytery. (By 
the way, he was not ordained by the 


‘ 


Presbytery he came from until after 
they had a “second session” with him.) 


The man insisted that Hie be given 
an opportunity to appear before the 
Presbytery a second time. This time 
he said, “I believe in the Bodily Resur- 
rection,” but when questioned about 
what that meant he was vague. To 
my mind his explanation denied the 
doctrine. On the Atonement he said, 
“T believe in the vicarious, substity- 
tionary theory of the Atonement. In 
fact I believe all the theories I have 
ever heard of. If you will name an. 
other which I have not heard of, | 
probably will accept that one too.” On 
the Virgin Birth he said, “I know the 
Bible affirms that Jesus was born of 
a virgin, the record is clear, but I 
cannot affirm that at this time I am 
able to believe it nor do I deny it. 
Maybe some day I will be able to make 
it a part of my faith. Now I cannot.” 
The rest of the examination was of 
the same order. 


The vote to sustain his examination, 
as I remember, was 21-17. Here 
are some of the reasons for 
voting for him that I heard: “He 
is basically a believer, though just a 
bit confused. If he was appearing 
to be ordained I would have voted 
against him. But he is already or- 
dained. I simply voted to admit him 
to our fellowship.” (This emphasizes 
how serious it is that some presby- 
teries “pass the buck.’’) 


Another man said, “He is not going 
to be the pastor of a congregation. If 
he were I would have voted against 
him.” (As a_ hospital chaplain he 
will have even more intimate oppor- 
tunities to talk to people about their 
salvation.) 


Some elders voted for him simply 
because their pastors did. Other el- 
ders and ministers apparently are not 
able to cast a negative vote or take 
a negative position, regardless of the 
issue. As one man said to me: “l 
can’t take the place of God.” 


—Name 


* * 7” * 


letter, another 
from another Presbytery 
where a graduate student has just 
been approved for ordination after 
an examination much like this one. 
The young man is going into “Campus 
Christian Life work’?! We say this: 
Presbyters who are sitting silently by 
for the sake of “harmony” are dig- 
ging the spiritual of the 
Church.—Ed. 


After receiving this 
came in 


grave 


1961 





